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Derian Silva
Staff Writer

Reece Niccum is a
guitarist and vocalist
for the band The Dystopians. He is also a student of business at Parkland and a worker at
a music studio in Danville.
What started out as
a simple submission
of his band’s music to
Parkland’s radio studio took him on a journey that would end with
him deciding to come to
Parkland.
Deane Geiken, radio
director at Parkland’s
WPCD 88.7 FM, took
interest in the band
SEE HUMANS PAGE 5

Parkland
College’s
Surgical
Technology
program was recently
given the National Merit
award, the sixth year in
a row the program has
received this award, a
rare feat.
The National Merit
Award is given to a surgical technology program with a National
Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical
Assisting exam pass
rate of 100 percent. The
nationwide pass rate is
only 70 percent, leaving
Parkland ahead of the
curve.
“I think it’s a trib-

Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Parkland Surgical Technology students
prepare their tools for a mock surgery.
ute to our clinical science that our students
are allowed to do just
about every surgical
procedure,” said Carolyn Ragsdale, Parkland’s surgical tech program director. “[They
also] have great men-

tors at the hospitals,
between the surgeons,
the nurses, and the surgical technologists.”
The surgical tech program is a two-year certification, which ends
with the student becoming a certified surgical

technologist. A surgical technologist works
as an assistant to the
surgeon, helping them
during operations to
make sure that the surgery gets completed as
quickly and as safely as
possible.
The
program
requires that students
take courses in surgical, clinical, and pharmacological sciences in
order to best help the
graduate in their career.
Surgical sciences are
those relevant to the
surgeon, while clinical
sciences are involved
with diagnoses and
treatments. Pharmacology is all about medicines. The students are

also required to take
English and psychology
courses, microbiology
courses, and anatomy
courses.
“It’s a two-year associates degree,” said
Ragsdale.
“We’re
trained to keep up with
the surgeon, anticipate their needs, prepare instruments, prepare medications, know
the anatomy, and know
everything that’s going
on in the procedure, so
that we can assist them
the best way we can.”
There are many staff
members at Parkland
involved in surgical
tech, and each one of
SEE MERIT PAGE 5

RateMyProfessor.com
a hit and miss with students
Anna Watson
Staff Writer

Of 21 Parkland students who were asked
whether they use the
website
RateMyProfessor.com, a database
created for students to
post information and
experiences about their
professors,
fourteen
responded “no” and
seven said “yes.”
Brenda Gaona, a
Parkland
business
administration major,
was among the seven to
say “yes” to using RateMyProfessor.com.
“First, I pick the
times for when I want to
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schedule my classes,”
Gaona said. “There are
certain classes I want on
certain days, like I don’t
want my English class
to be first thing in the
morning. Then, I look at
all the names of the professors available during those times for each
class, and I take their
names and type into the
website.”
Gaona said every time
she uses RateMyProfessor.com it proves to
be helpful. She said the
professors she picks,
according to the site’s
positive feedback, are
more lenient and understanding during class.

“Also, I like that
the website tells you
whether the teachers offer extra credit,”
Goana said.
Despite some students really liking the
website, most students
said that they do not use
it, citing reasons from
not knowing about it to
not liking it.
Gabe Gomez, a social
work major who said
he does not use the service, had never heard of
it before.
Another
student,
Mason Grimes, who is
majoring in history, has
heard of RateMyProfessor.com, but stands

against using it.
“I’ve heard all about
it, but I have never
really had a lot of incentive to use it,” he said. “I
am sure it could be useful for other people, but
just not for me…When it
comes to my professor,
I prefer to get to know
them myself, instead of
taking someone else’s
word for it.”
Patrick
Connelly
answered “no” to using
site for fear of biased
students.
“It feels more personal than productive,”
Connelly said.
RateMyProfessor.
com was founded by

Fact or Fiction
Rice is unique among crops because it must be inundated in
water to be able to grow properly.

ANSWER ON PAGE 4

California
engineer
John Swapceinski. The
site rates professors
from over 7,500 universities across the nation.
To post a comment
on a professor, raters
must first rate the professor for their overall
quality and level of difficulty. In their rating,
students can include
whether professor used
the textbook, if attendance is mandatory to
pass, the grade they
received in the class,
and if they would repeat
the class, as well as a
short description of the
SEE RATE PAGE 5
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Adult tutoring program
Project READ returns to Parkland
EvyJo Compton
Staff Writer

Project READ, a free tutoring
program for adults, has returned to
Parkland after a two-year gap in state
funding.
Now that the program has started
again, it is looking for volunteer
tutors.
Project READ is for those over
17-years-old whom are looking to
tutor or wish to be adult learners.
“Project READ is a volunteer
tutoring program for adults in the
communities of Parkland College
district 505,” Amanda Harris, Project
READ’s program manager, said.
“Trained volunteer tutors provide
free tutoring to help adult learners
improve their skills in reading, basic
arithmetic, or English as a second
language (ESL). […] We invite adults
over the age of 17 who want to improve
their literacy, English, or math. They
should be separated from high school
and score below the 9th-grade level in
either math or reading.”
Once tutors and adult learners have

been accepted into the project, the
office of Parkland Adult Education
matches the tutors with learners.
“Our office at Parkland Adult
Education recruits and trains tutors
for Project READ, and [recruits]
adult learners,” Harris said. “We then
match certified READ tutors with
Adult Learners for [one-on-one], small
group, or classroom-based, learnercentered instruction. Our office
supports READ tutors and learners
with communication, facilitation,
instructional materials, and ongoing
tutor training.”
Once the tutors and learners are
paired, they begin their tutoring
sessions. These occur at a variety of
different public places.
“Tutors and students work together
at community-based sites including
public libraries, local churches,
coffee shops, etc. and in Adult Basic
Education or ESL classrooms,” Harris
said.
Project READ was started quite a
few years before the two-year gap
by Illinois’ secretary of state’s office.
Even though there was no funding for

the project, loyal tutors and learners
continued to work together.
“Project READ is funded by the
Illinois State Library, a division of the
Illinois Secretary of State,” Harris
said. “The Secretary of State started
READ to improve adult literacy. Our
regional office is funded for the first
time this year after a [two] year hiatus
in state funding. Previously READ
had been a part of our community
for many years. During our hiatus,
many committed tutors and learners
continued to work together, and the
people of First Presbyterian Church
of Champaign even continued to
support tutors and match them with
learners.”
The state library’s literacy program
is three decades old, beginning in
1986, Harris says.
The tutors of Project READ go
through significant amounts of
training before being able to tutor
adult learners. The program is
currently looking for more tutors.
“We always have more learners
than tutors,” Harris said.
Tutor trainees engage in at least 12

hours of training before working with
a learner for the first time. These 12
hours can be a flexible combination
of short online readings, classroom
observations,
and
face-to-face
workshops with experienced teachers
and tutors.
Once being selected for tutoring,
the tutor and adult learner are paired
up.
“Once you become a certified tutor
we match you with an Adult Learner,”
Harris said. “We provide support
and facilitation for the sessions, as
well as continual in-service training
opportunities.”
Harris says those interested in
becoming a tutor can get in touch with
READ’s office.
“[To be a tutor], it takes reliability
and good will,” Harris said. “You can
contact our office at (217)353-2662 or
projectread@parkland.edu. We will
talk with you about your availability
and preferences, and we will provide
the training opportunities to get you
certified as a READ tutor as soon as
possible.”

2017 Flannel Fest

flaunts fall festivities

Attendees to 2017’s Flannel Fest look on during a lumberjack show.
David Saveanu
Staff Writer

This past Saturday at Champaign’s
Hessel
Park,
people
watched
professional lumberjacks put on a
show and take part in other lumberjack
activities at the 2017 Flannel Fest.
The Flannel Fest began at 11 a.m.
on Oct. 8, and went until 4 p.m. The
festival included live music, food, art
vendors, and its biggest attraction:
the lumberjack show.
The festival stretched out across
the park, with food vendors like The
Snack Shack, Dragon Fire Pizza, and
others along the outer edges of the
festival.
The festival included a truck
decorated with flannel and lumberjack
memorabilia. At the truck, people
could take pictures and competitions
like the Mustache Contest were held.
There was also a “pumpkin chunkin’
zone” where families could catapult
small pumpkins at different haystack
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targets, a games and inflatables zone,
and a stage decorated with logs where
the lumberjacks performed. There
were hayrides and crafts as well.
Terry Von Thaden, a local mom,
said she enjoyed the festival.
“I think it’s really [a] great family
friendly event,” she said. “They have
a lot of activities for the kids to keep
them entertained and in fact I have a
couple young girls here with me, and
I’m happy letting them roam. I think
there’s enough activities to keep them
engaged.”
Thaden said she thought everyone
could enjoy the comedic lumberjack
show.
“This lumberjack show is a riot
and I think all ages have enjoyed the
lumber jack show,” Thaden said. “Its
power tools and the guys are putting
on little skits and they have puns
going on and there’s some real skill
and strength going on.”
The lumberjack show consisted
of events, like hot sawing, speed
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carving, obstacle pole relay races, axe
throwing, speed climbing, single buck
saw races, log rolling, underhand
chopping, and springboard chopping.
The event was put on by the
Champaign Park District and DLW
Timberworks,acompanythatprovides
performers that are professionals
in logging, and other lumberjackrelated activities. The company came
and put on a show for the attendees of
the fest, involving the audience and
lumberjack competitions.
According to the company website,
DLW Timberworks “has been a
dominant force in lumberjack sports
across North America and the world
for years.”
Lumberjacks from the company
have been on “Great Outdoor Games”
on ESPN, “Timbersport Series” hosted
by Stihl, a Germany-based power tool
company whose founder invented the
chainsaw in 1926, and “Wide World of
Sports” on ABC.
At the beginning of the festival,

Whiskey Shadows, a local band,
played on the music stage. Later
Timberworks put on a couple of
events, followed by a short break that
was filled with a Mustache contest.
Then the lumberjack show returned
with more events, stopped once more
by numerous artists. The day ended
with some finishing events by the
lumberjacks.
Flannel Fest is about more than
just lumberjacks. Last year the
festival held an event where they
lined up different attendees, holding
mattresses, who fell back against one
another, creating a human size domino
effect.
The festival’s main focus is creating
a family friendly event that brings the
community together with different
performances.
The Champaign Park District works
to create family events year-round. To
learn more about coming up events
from the Champaign Park District
visit champaignparks.com.
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Transgender teen named
homecoming king wants to spread love
Patrick Whittle
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — A
transgender Maine teen who was
crowned homecoming king at his
new school says love and tolerance
motivated his schoolmates to support
him, and he wants to use his time in
the spotlight to spread that message.
Noble High School in North
Berwick, Maine, named Stiles
Zuschlag homecoming king last week.
The 17-year-old, who was formerly
known as Alija and came out as a
transgender male in 2015, said he
was selected by peers after joking on
Snapchat that it would be hilarious if
he won.
Zuschlag said he transferred to
Noble this year after he was asked
to leave Tri-City Christian Academy
in Somersworth, New Hampshire,
because of his gender identity. His
story has been widely circulated on
social media since he was crowned
homecoming king.
He said he has received both
support and blowback since his story
went public, but he has “done nothing
but spread awareness and love,” and
he plans to keep it that way.
“The fact that I can be a face for
transgender kids struggling, or
people who are going through a trial
— they’ll see in the end that they
can get through,” Zuschlag told The
Associated Press. “No matter what, it
has to get better.”
Zuschlag said he felt the fact that
his friend Aliyah Schindler won
homecoming queen was “a sign
from God that it doesn’t matter what
gender you are, you’re still royalty
in my eyes.” He’s looking forward to
pursuing college and an acting career
after high school.
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In this undated file photo, Stiles Zuschlag, a transgender teen, stands outside Noble High School in North
Berwick, Maine. The Maine teen who was crowned homecoming king at his new school says he wants to
use the attention to spread love and tolerance.
His mother, Mara Stupelis, said
she is supporting her son during his
transition and admires his message
of positivity. She described him as
a dedicated student and athlete who
loves contemporary Christian music,
soccer and snowboarding. They live
in Lebanon, Maine, about an hour
southwest of Portland.
Stupelis also said her son and
family are still recovering from
their experience at Tri-City Christian

Academy. Representatives for the
school did not return phone calls
seeking comment.
“He’s got much more value. He’s
got a soul. We all do. When you cut us
all, we bleed the same,” Stupelis said.
School officials at Noble said they’ve
rallied around Zuschlag. Guidance
director Nancy Simard said “he has a
contagious positivity about him.”
Zuschlag said he also has received
support on social media networks,

where some members of the
transgender community have shared
his story as a tale of perseverance
and acceptance. Zuschlag said he
appreciates the support, and wants to
keep setting an example.
“I’m a transgender boy ready to
change the world for the better. I’m
gonna spread love where there’s
hate,” he tweeted on Oct. 7.

Study: Over half of for-profit
students defaulted on loans
Maria Danilova
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Students
who attended for-profit colleges were
twice as likely or more to default on
their loans than students who attended
public schools, according to a federal
study published Thursday.
The report by the National Center of
Education Statistics looks at students
who began their undergraduate
education in 2003 and defaulted on at
least one loan over the next 12 years.
Fifty-two percent of the students who
attended for-profit schools defaulted
on their loan. That’s compared to 17

percent for those who attended a fouryear public institution and 26 percent
at community college.
The report also finds that the forprofit students defaulted on their
federal student loans in greater
numbers than their predecessors
eight years before.
The report comes as Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos rewrites
rules that had been put in place
by the Obama administration to
protect students who said they were
defrauded by their for-profit colleges.
The study also found that this group
of students is defaulting on federal
student loans in greater numbers than

their predecessors eight years before.
Of the students who started college
in 2003, 27 percent had defaulted on at
least one loan after 12 years, the study
found. For those who started their
undergraduate education in 1995, the
default rate was 18 percent. The rate
of full repayment was 20 percent in
the younger group, compared to 24 in
the older group.
Robert Kelchen, a professor of
education at Seton Hall University,
suggested that the higher rate among
the 2003 freshmen might be due to
them entering the labor market at the
height of the Great Recession.
Default rates were higher for those

students who never completed their
education, the study said. “Degree
completion is a key component of a
student’s ability to repay their loan,”
said Joshua Goodman, a professor of
public policy at Harvard University.
“Simply attending college without
completion doesn’t really pay off.”
Among borrowers in the 2003 group,
the median amount owed after 12
years was $3,700 for those who earned
undergraduate certificates, $11,700
for students getting associate’s
degrees and $13,800 for bachelor’s
degrees or higher.

Construction makes for
teachable moments at school

Ben Hohenstatt

(LaSalle) News-Tribune
LASALLE, Ill. (AP) — The work
going on at St. Bede Academy in
LaSalle gives students real-world
examples of classroom concepts just
outside their windows.
On Sept. 20, computer technology
students heard from Greg Wiesbrock,
director of construction management
for Vissering Construction Company,
about the detail that goes into
estimating.
“The kids were very interested,”
Wiesbrock said. “I think they’re
intrigued about what’s going on. They
asked some good, quick questions.”
That morning, new, visible Legacy
Project work included two newly
erected masonry walls.
The Legacy Project is a $16 million
multi-year renovation and expansion
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that includes construction of a new
17,000-square-foot science center
and commons area, a new field house
and interior renovations to the main
school building.
The $5 million new science center
is expected to be completed by spring
2018.
This week wasn’t the first time
construction was part of the lesson
plan, said superintendent Ted Struck.
Earlier in the school year, students
went outside, and architects spoke to
them about creating color boards.
“You have to make decisions on
colors and materials that finish the
building,” Struck said. “The minutiae
of it can be overwhelming.”
But, he said, students learned that
designers also have to keep the big
picture in mind, or else the end result
can look like mismatched patchwork.
There are opportunities for future

lessons, too.
Once
the
closed-loop
geothermal system for the
new science and commons
center is finished near the end
of the project, students will
have a chance to learn about
geothermal energy, Struck
said.
Struck said requests to
use the Legacy Project as
a teaching tool come from
educators, who also have a
keen interest in the project.
“It’s not just the students, it’s
the teachers,” Struck said.
—
Source: (LaSalle) NewsTribune, http://bit.ly/2ywIxWr
—
Information from: NewsTribune, http://www.newstrib.
com

Photo by Scott Anderson | NewsTribune via
AP
In this Sept. 20, 2017 photo, Workers
from Vissering Construction continue to
build a masonry wall next to the arch at
St. Bede Academy LaSalle, Ill., as Greg
Wiesbrock, project manager for Vissering
Construction Co., gave a lecture to St.
Bede Academy computer technology
students on how a construction project
operates.
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GAMES & PUZZLES
ACROSS
1 Dry out in specially heated container? (9)
6 It’s unbounded gluttony, eating up the Indian bread... (5)
9 ...eating greedily, having energy for nothing, to be truthful (9)
10 He’ll have a loaf around with two 3s (5)
11 Old soak’s knocked back litre of alcohol (6)
12 3 needs a room without high rent (8)
13 Sounds like specialised skill? Not at all (5)
14 Appearing nervous of spelling test, ﬁrst and foremost? (9)
17 Quiet, brave chap has lots of dosh – that’s an attractant (9)
18 3 – the real one? (5)
20 Advise old Leo to make new plans? (8)
23 It’s funny in a way? On the contrary, 3’s transported by it (6)
25 Author’s ebb associated with Ecstasy? (5)
26 Note leaves create train chaos – delay results (9)
27 One used to hear about second ending of Heartbreak Ridge (5)
28 Nothing by English novelist mentioned colour (4,5)

SUDOKU

Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
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DOWN
1 Miles ahead of 3? (7)
2 It’s lucky Regina puts on stockings before boot (9)
3 A clue for how to ﬁnd Gallifreyan? (6,3)
4 Reassuring status report when in a frenzy? (4)
5 Be delighted by arrest in eastern Greece (9)
6 Time a boozer raised capital (5)
7 Dog drinks a bit of orange tea (5)
8 New driver in Prague breaking sound barrier (7)
14 Channel Tunnel’s opening just after 3 (9)
15 Struggling club’s recovering? (9)
16 Frequency of occurrence of violent events, say (9)
17 3 written with forward slash (7)
19 Agreement Northern Territory held in the past (7)
21 3’s arch foe is ‘ealthy, residing in Denmark (5)
22 Cut and run after the woman joins Academy (5)
24 Ethical but unmarried, it’s said (4)

Answers from last week

Fact or Fiction
FICTION: Submerging the ﬁeld in water doesn’t
signiﬁcantly aid or impede the cultivation of rice;
rather, it impedes the growth of weeds which
may interfere with the rice’s growth and deters
pest animals from eating the crop.
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Planetarium show puts our

“Violent Universe” on display
Emma Gray
Editor

During the weekends of August
and September, Parkland’s Staerkel
Planetarium presented “Violent Universe,” a show that explores massive
cosmic events.
“Violent Universe” is narrated by
award-winning English actor Patrick
Stewart and features renderings and
images of the universe and the cosmic
events that take place in it.
The show started with a quick live
introduction to the night sky featuring where the moon is in the sky, what
planets and notable stars are visible
this time of year, and a shout-out to the
Geminids meteor shower which happens in December.
This meteor shower is of note
because unlike most meteor shows
it is associated with an asteroid and
not a comet and is often visible in the
early evening even with light pollution according to Waylena McCully,
production designer at the planetarium.
After the live portion of the show,
the film “Violent Universe” began.
The film took the audience through
the various cosmic events that could
possible pose a threat to the planet
Earth, including black holes, gamma
ray bursts, asteroid impacts, and
supernova explosions of stars.
According to Director of the
Staerkel Planetarium David Leake,
“Violent Universe” was chosen as one
of the first digital shows for the planetarium because staff thought it might
have public appeal because there is
always a new thing, like an asteroid,
in the universe being discovered.
“When we went digital in 2010…
part of the package was that we got
to pick two shows,” said Leake. “We
thought [“Violent Universe”] was
kind of unique.”
For each event that could happen,
the film had a real life example of a
time that people had been afraid that
it would happen. The most detailed
explanation came for the possibility
of an asteroid hitting the earth.
There is an asteroid named “99942
Apophis” which caused concern in the
early 2000s because of its proximity
to Earth and a now debunked predic-

FROM PAGE 1

HUMANS
after finding out that they performed
so well even though they were only
in high school. He suggested to them
that they submit their work to the oncampus record label Perimeter Road
Sound Recordings to see if they could
get a deal to record an album.
Niccum submitted their music, and
they got the record deal while they
were still in high school.
During his time in high school, Niccum was uncertain about where his
future would take him and he considered many options like college, the
U.S. Army, and audio engineering.
He got close to joining the Army;
in fact he was just a few days away
from starting when he had a change of
heart. After deciding not to enlist, he
spoke to his brother who suggested he
study business.
While pursuing music Niccum
has found that he tends to gravitate
towards taking on leadership roles.
“I’m not going to say I’m the lead
guy, but I kind of run things. I’m usually the first one to the show,” Niccum
said.
Niccum always was that person who
completed tasks that needed to get
done. In his previous musical endeavors, he took on the roles of organizing, coordinating, and scheduling the
bands. Niccum’s realization that he
took his musical endeavors seriously
inspired him to study business.
As a first-generation student, this
wasn’t the easiest endeavor. He didn’t
have a lot of people to talk to about
how to pursue education. He had
signed a record label deal with Perimeter Road, though, and they were able
to help him in coming to Parkland.
Niccum didn’t initially know he
wanted to study business. He also considered studying nutrition and veteri-
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tion that it would impact the earth in
2029. The film suggested that there
is a chance that the asteroid would
be pulled in by Earth’s gravity during this close encounter, causing it to
make impact in the 2030s, but this too
has been largely refuted.
“[Scientists] effectively have ruled
out the possibility the asteroid Apophis will impact Earth during a close
flyby in 2036,” states NASA’s website,
referring to researchers at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in California.
“I tell people when I do the show,
‘could it happen?’ Yes, it’s possible,
but the earth is a very small target,
very small,” Leake said. “Don’t lose
sleep.”
Although some of the predictions
that “Violent Universe” made were
frightening, the film pointed out that
the chance of any of them happening
in the lifetime of anyone alive today is
incredibly small.
Aside from potentially lethal events
that could happen to the Earth, “Violent Universe” also explained the phenomenon of a “guest star” that was visible a millennium ago and appeared
to be drawn in a famous cave painting and mentioned in ancient Chinese records. This “guest star” is now
thought to be the result of a supernova—an incredibly bright and violent explosion signifying the death of
a massive star.
During a supernova, gravity overcomes the pressure created by
nuclear fusion in the interior of a star
and causes the star to collapse in upon
itself; in the subsequent explosion, the
star’s outer layers can be ejected away
at speeds up to about 20,000 miles per
second—approximately a tenth of the
speed of light.
A supernova is so bright it can
appear brighter than its entire host
galaxy with its millions or even billions of stars.
The show focused on how beautiful
and awesome our ever-changing universe is despite these catastrophic
events occurring.
The show did a good job of infusing a lot of science into a fun show,
enjoyable for audience members of
all ages. It did however sensationalize
unlikely catastrophes in a way that
might be frightening to some.

nary science.
“If you ever see me with an animal,
you’ll think that there is something
wrong with me,” Niccum said. “I love
animals; any time I see them I lose all
social etiquette.”
Niccum considered studying nutrition because of his own life experiences.
“With nutrition, I went through an
eating disorder and I thought that
would correspond with helping me
get better and helping others get better, but would also give me a sustainable career,” Niccum said.
Now, his business courses keep him
focused and engaged with the material he applies to situations in the real
world. He takes a lot of what he learns
in his business courses and applies it
to his band to make it more entrepreneurial.
His band is an aspect of his life he
takes very seriously. They just finished recording an album “Perceptions of the Spectrum” and released a
single on Oct. 2 titled “Throne.” They
performed a show at the student union
at Parkland on the same day to promote their single release, however,
the show had an undertone of melancholy as it was the day after the mass
shooting in Las Vegas.
“We were all super pumped about
the release and everything, but there’s
that underlying brown note. It really
resonated with us and hurt us,” Niccum said.
Motivated to use their music to
bring positivity into the world, they
decided that all the proceeds from
the album and single release will go
towards helping the victims of the
tragic shooting.
“We’re going to make a Facebook
live, kind of giving all the information
and how to donate and everything,”
Niccum said.
For more information on the Dystopians, visit perimeterroad.bandcamp.
com.

Photo by Emma Gray | Prospectus News
“Carl,” located in the Staerkel Planetarium, has been Parkland’s star
machine for 30 years this month.
In October the planetarium will be
doing live performances of “Prairie
Skies,” a show done by its staff that
showcases what can be seen in the
night sky at the moment.
The beginning of October will also
include lights shows of Pink Floyd’s
“The Wall,” the return of the “Odys-

sey,” and “One World, One Sky: Big
Bird’s Adventure.”
The planetarium shows two to four
shows Friday and Saturday nights.
Admission is $6 for adults and $5 for
students, seniors, and children. Special pricing is available for multiple
shows and groups. Lectures are $2.
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must keep at least a 2.0 grade-point
average and at least a “C” letter grade
in every class they take. If they don’t
meet these requirements, they are
removed from the program.
There are also a multitude of physical, mental, and communication skills
which are required, without which
students would not succeed in the
course, such as very fine motor skills,
color differentiation, and they ability to stand for long periods of time
and move heavy objects. Students
also cannot have a latex allergy, so as
to avoid a deadly reaction to certain
equipment they must handle.
Students also have to be emotionally level-headed at all times and must
know how to handle high stress levels effectively, as well as changes in
the workplace environment in order
to perform their duties.

MERIT
them plays a role in helping the students pass the exam, whether that be
helping students if they fall behind or
just teaching as well as they possibly
can.
“[We have] committed faculty
here,” said Ragsdale. “[Faculty,] both
part-time and full-time, spend a lot of
time assisting remediation, and teaching the students to gain the last goal to
become certified and graduate from
the program.”
It also has selective admissions,
meaning that not every student
gets into the program. Students are
required to take tests in order to
determine their aptitude, and then

FROM PAGE 1

RATE
professor.
Professors are rated on their overall quality on a 5-point scale. Ratings
from 3.5–5.0 are considered good
quality while ratings from 2.5–3.4 are
considered average quality, and ratings from 1.4–2.4 are considered poor
quality.
Ratings are next to a professor’s
name in bold letters, so they are the
first thing users see.
Forrest Hornbuckle, a business
major, said the only reason he used
the website was because his mom told
him to. His mom works at a beauty
salon and she heard about it because
some of her co-workers, whom are
college students, were talking about
it.
Hornbuckle said he doesn’t use
RateMyProfessor.com at the begin-

ning of the semester to pick his professors, however; he uses it to look up
the names of his professors once his
schedule is set to get a general idea of
their classroom make-up.
“What I look for in a professor is a
good manor of teaching and, really,
how they conduct the class,” said
Hornbuckle.
Lindsey Wisnieski, a political science major, uses it to sign up for
classes.
“I should have taken their advice,”
Wisneiski said when she looked information on her sociology class. “[B]ut
instead I didn’t listen.”
Wisneiski said for now on she trusts
the feedback on the site.
“I guess I just want a professor who
really enjoys what they do,” she said.
Naomi Johnson, an art design
major, said she rarely uses the site,
but she likes that students are able to
give their honest opinion.
“You can rate how hot a professor
is,” Johnson laughed.
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SPORTS
Cobra soccer teams win

against ICC on Oct. 7
Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Cobra men’s soccer player Christian Machina moves the ball down the
field.

Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Cobra men’s soccer player Zachary Gowlett continues his drive to the
goal, surrounded by opposing players.

Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Cobra men’s soccer player Henrique Santiago races to beat an
opposing player to the ball.

Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Cobra women’s soccer player Marissa Barria moves the ball down the
field.

Photo by Tom Warner | Prospectus News
Cobra women’s soccer player Brianna Merchant drives the ball down
the field within scoring distance.
Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate
information. Please let us know if you believe a correction to
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you ﬁnd incorrect or otherwise
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original
work by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s
name, and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please
include the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line
of your email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or
deny any contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with
Prospectus News, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the
“Work with us!” tab, review our employment requirements,
and submit the completed application form. Alternatively,
you can stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: The Prospectus does not permit
advertisements for the following: alcohol products for
consumption, tobacco- or nicotine-based products, payday
loans, and credit cards. Advertisements must comply
with Parkland College’s non-discrimination policy. The
Prospectus reserves the right to place advertisements
where they best ﬁt, although advertisement dimensions
will not be changed and sizes will remain as you have
requested and paid for.
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